The effects of teacher attending and responding behaviours on pupil achievement : a thesis presented in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Philosophy in Education at Massey University by Steffens, Stephen Frederick
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 
THE EFFECTS OF TEAC HE R ATTENDI NG 
AND RESPONDING BEHAV IOU RS ON 
PUPIL ACHIEVE MENT, 
A thesis presented in partial fulfilme nt of the r eq uir ements 
for the degree of Master of Philosophy in Educa tio n at 
Massey University . 
Stephen Fr ederick Steffens 
19?8 
o_ 
ABSTRACT 
This thesis reports a field experiment of t eachers ' 
non-v e rbal attending and verbal responding behav iours 
and their relation to pupil achi evemen t. It wa s 
expected that teache rs who use<l higher l e ve l non-
verbal and verbal skills would have children who 
achieved at a higher level. 
A group of fifteen teachers, five in three dif ferent 
schools, were video-taped at the beginning of th e 
school year. Because all of the teachers were 
functioning a t low levels on scales of attending and 
responding, one group of teachers was given ten hours 
of training in these skills. One other group of five 
teachers wa s given a placebo treatment and the r ema in-
ing group received no tr ea tment. All of these teachers 
were video-tap ed at the end of th e school year . 
All of the children were test ed a t t he be g inning and 
the end of the school year· on standardized ach i evemen t 
measures . 
Analysis of the data reveal e d thut t e n hours of 
training given one hour at a tim e at intervals of 
one week was not sufficie nt to es tablLsh average 
classroom conditions that were signif ica ntly different 
from the other experimental treatments. The trai ned 
teachers did improve in the exp ec ted directi on more than 
the other teachers . 
The students of the two teachers who respond ed at the 
highest levels were compared to the students of the 
two teachers who respond ed at the lowest level. The 
results supported the hypothesis . 
From this sample of teachers those who were female, 
who responded to feelings, who had students from a 
higher socio-economic status, who were just beginning 
to teach, and who attended and responded appropriately 
had students with higher results. 
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